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Neglected tropical diseases: The present status and the planning for the future Letter to Editor Dear Sir, Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) encompass a group of diseases which predominantly affect rural communities with poor socioeconomic status and those who live beyond the reach of the health sector. [1, 2] These diseases are being recognized as one of the major public health challenges as it affects hard-to-reach and marginalized population groups. [2] Considering the fact that the world's population is exposed to environmental and social alterations at an extraordinary rate and that the repercussions have been observed at all levels, it is bound to affect the prevention and control measures against these NTDs. [1] [2] [3] Nevertheless, the available estimate does suggest that we have made considerable progress as evidenced by the fact that close to 1 billion people received treatment in 2015 alone, with the highest coverage for lymphatic filariasis and onchocerciasis. [3] Further, significant decline in the incidence of Guinea worm disease and sleeping sickness has been reported. [3] In addition, diseases such as trachoma and visceral leishmaniasis have been eliminated from some of the nations, all of which indicate that we are moving in the right direction. [3] Moreover, millions of people have been saved from disability owing to the concerted efforts and the involvement of multiple sectors. [3, 4] This all, we have been able to achieve due to the sustained political commitment, donations of drugs by involved agencies, and significant improvement in the living conditions of people who are residing in disease-affected regions. [2] [3] [4] In addition, due to the support of different local and international agencies, the National Health Ministries have succeeded in the provision of long-term care and rehabilitation services. [3] While we can be happy about the gains achieved so far, it is extremely important to note that we have to be consistent in our efforts to eventually meet the targets set for NTDs under the sustainable development goals. [2] [3] [4] There is a major scope to improve the water supply, sanitation facilities, and a better vector control response. [3] Simultaneously, we have to prioritize the veterinary public health services so that we can have better control of these diseases. [3] In addition, there is a big-time need to intensify preventive chemotherapy for better disease control and achieving the elimination of other NTDs. [4] Further, we have to strengthen the surveillance services so that precise estimates are available to enable us to take evidence-based decisions. [2] The need of the hour is to develop holistic national action plans and support the same with research activities and adequate technical, financial, and human resources. [1, 5] The best thing will be to have integrated efforts and also adopt innovative and local measures to meet local challenges. [3, 4] In conclusion, despite significant progress made in the prevention and control of the NTDs, a lot needs to be done to make sustained progress.
